
The year is flying by and we are once again getting prepared for the annual state wide 

assessment, the PSSA’s. Students in grades 3-6 will be tested in English Language 

Arts and Math. Students in grade 4 will also be tested in Science. The 2
nd

 grade 

completed the Terra- Nova assessment in March. We will begin testing on Monday, 

April 13 – Wednesday, April 22
nd

.  You will receive information about the test, test 

security and your support; it will be coming home in the next few days. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. In preparation for the test, students 

in gym class have been learning about the Growth Mindset and GRIT which is the 

ability for students to learn that success can change with effort. This year our motto for 

GRIT is (Give it your all, Redo if necessary, Ignore giving up, Take time to do it right). 

The message and emphasis of a growth mindset and GRIT, is that students have the 

ability to do anything if they try their best and that is what we are asking of the 

students. Throughout the testing period we will be reading the students’ writings about 

what they believe the meaning of GRIT is and things that they hope to accomplish. 

Please be sure to reference the PSSA spirit packet for more information.  

Please make sure your child is well rested and arrives to school on time. We will most 

likely receive the results from the tests during the summer months.  Detailed reports 

will be sent home with the students early next school year informing you of their 

achievements.  We are all hopeful that our hard work and dedication in preparing our 

students to be successful on these assessments will translate into results that we can 

all be proud of.  

We are continuing our Leader in Me Habits, by working on Habit # 6 which is Synergize. This habit reminds us the 

importance of working together. I would like to recognize Brooke Martineck and Hayley DeSiimone Habit Heroes 

from March who exemplified Habit 5 which was Seek First to Understand.  

My husband and I are so excited to announce that we are expecting our first child, a baby girl the beginning of 

May. Mrs. Urso will be the interim principal while I am out on maternity leave. Mrs. Urso is a retired administrator 

for the Carlynton District and a past principal of Carnegie Elementary. Mrs. Urso will be starting on April 27
th
. I 

appreciate the many kind words and gestures I have received from so many of you, I feel extremely blessed to be 

part of the Carnegie community.  

Pr inc ipa l ’s  Message  No School: 

April 24th — Teacher In-

Service  

Dates to Remember 

April 13—16 — ELA 

PSSA 

April 20th — Report 

Cards go home 

April 20—22 — Math 

PSSA 

April 28—29 — Science 

PSSA 

April 29th — 8:45-9:30 

Kennywood ticket 

sales at Carnegie Elem 

April 30th — Last day 

of BJWL 

April 2015 

C a r n e g i e  E l e m e n ta ry  

March Hudson Heroes 

K Viva Brown, Tyler Heinrich, Alivia O’Leary 

1st Kaden Lillis, Cydney McClendon, Joseph Gillo, Angelika Pyvovar  

2nd  Jackson Garner, Caleb Hart, Madilynne Eitel, Jackson Holt  

3rd Halie Stile, Jake Moldovan, Leila Schwer, Maggie Musta  

4th Christian Revis, Caden Burns, Cody Vistein  

5th Jeremiah Kalimon, Vika Zhuravska, Emily Mance  

6th Madison Ciabattoni, KeWon Johnson  



Congratulations to Mrs. Leslie and Ms. Lewis! 

Mrs. Leslie and Ms. Lewis recently earned funding through 

Donorschoose.org. These teachers wrote a proposal for a class 

project and donors were able to contribute to their projects. 

Each of their projects was fully funded. Mrs. Leslie was awarded LittleBits Electronics Premium and 

Base Kit, which will be used during STEAM. Ms. Lewis received 10 copies of 10 different chapter 

books for a her Books for Girls Reading Club that occurs during recess. Thank you to both of these 

teachers for the extra effort they have put in to helping the students at Carnegie. 

Non-Fiction Reading Challenge 

During the month of February students were  

challenged to read 20 minutes of Non-Fiction text 

every day. Students submitted facts 

of information they learned daily.  

The facts were read during the 

morning announcements. The  

challenge ended on Friday, March 

6th.  Students that had 100%  

participation were given a book 

mark, book and recognition for their 

participation. 47 students met the 

challenge.  Way to go, Carnegie!  

Lost and Found 

Our lost and found continues to 

grow, please remind your child to 

look through it if they are missing 

any hats, gloves, coats jackets and 

even shoes. All items will be do-

nated if not claimed.  

The last day for the BJWL after school program for grades 1-4th will be 

Thursday April 30th, 2015. I want to personally thank the BJWL After –

School program and you for allowing your child to participate. We are 

planning on teaming up with BJWL After –School program during the 2015

-2016 school year. The program will be offered for students in grades 3-6. 

The program will be Monday – Thursday 3:10 – 5:00. The focus will be 

homework help and students will be participating in the PATHS program 

which is a program grounded in social and emotional learning (SEL). SEL 

helps children: 

    * resolve conflicts peacefully  * empathize 

    * handle emotions positively  * make responsible decisions 

We are looking to begin the program at the beginning of October, there 

will be mandatory parent meetings held in September for your child to 

attend the program. We are excited about the new structure of the pro-

gram and the continued partnership between the parents, students, teach-

ers and BJWL. If you have any additional questions or concerns please 

contact me.  

BJWL Wrapping Up 

Battle of the Books 

Carnegie Elementary First Annual Battle of the Books 

was held in March.  Teams were challenged to read 4 

chapter books in one month, and then  

participate in a quiz-type competition 

against the other teams.  The winning 

team consisted of 5th Grade students 

Aniyah Carson and Katie Duray!  

Good Job, Keep Reading!   



April is Autism 

Awareness Month 

In an effort to support the 

research and families that 

have children with Autism 

we are holding a fundraiser 

for the Autism Society of 

Pittsburgh.    

World Games Comes to Carnege Elementary 

The PTA sponsored award assembly was held on Monday, March 

23rd. Students learned how to play games from around the world.   

Weather permitting,  

recess will be held  

outdoors!  Be sure to send 

your child with a jacket 

and with appropriate  

footwear! 



Ike Visits Carnege  

Elementary 

Ike, a certified therapy dog, 

visited Mrs. Campbell’s RTII 

reading class on April 1st. Ike 

and his owner Sandy visit twice 

a month. Ike loves to hear the 

students read, pictured is Ryan 

Montooth reading to Ike.  

Habit #6 — Synergize 
I value other people’s strengths and learn from them. 

I get along well with others, even people who are different than me.  

I work well in groups. 

I seek out other people’s ideas because I know that by teaming with others, we can create better  

solutions than any one of us can alone. 

I look for third alternatives.  

When we synergize, we accomplish far more than we would have on our own. Two ideas together can lead to a 

third, better idea. Two people working together can complete a task in less time than just one person. We learn 

that working with other people will take us further than we would have been able to go by ourselves. 

 

How can you encourage Habit #6 at home? 

Encourage your child to synergize (work together) with a sibling or a friend. If both clean one room, it will be 

the best use of time and that will leave more time for things you want to do.  

With your child, make a list of situations where synergizing would be a benefit.  

Model it. Your child picks up on everything you do. Point out ways that you synergize during the week—your 

child may not notice and it would be a benefit to bring it to their attention.  

Congratulations to  

Hudson Hero Winner,  

Andrew Cameron in Mrs. 

Leslie’s class! 



Countdown to the PSSA and Terra Nova: 

With a few weeks before the PSSA, our teachers are looking for creative and effective ways to maximize the  

remaining instructional time to provide our students with the necessary tools that are needed to become  

Proficient or Advanced in both reading and math.  It is imperative that all students are in school during these  

assessments and report on time, as modifications to daily schedules will occur in order to create a conductive 

testing environment for all students.  The testing calendar is listed below. 

 

 

 

Parent Tips to Help Prepare Your Student for Standardized Testing 

 

What your student is learning on a daily basis builds the foundation for being able to demonstrate high achieve-

ment on tests. During the weeks leading up to the TEST begin to talk with your student about the importance of 

giving their best effort during testing. The following thoughts will help you in preparing your child for being ready 

to give the test his or her all. 

 

The Night Before: 

Help your child get to bed on time. Research shows that being well-rested helps students do better. 

Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to bed. 

Keep your routine as normal as possible. Upsetting natural routines may make children feel insecure. 

Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it. 

Plan ahead to avoid conflicts on the morning of the test. 

 

The Morning of the Test: 

Get up early to avoid rushing. Be sure to have your child at school on time. 

Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a heavy one. Research shows that students do better if they have 

breakfast before they take tests. 

Have your child dress in something comfortable. 

Be positive about the test. Acknowledge that tests can be hard and that they’re designed so that no one will 

know all of the answers. Explain that doing your best is what counts. The important thing is to make your child 

comfortable and confident about the test. 

 Assessment Dates Grade(s) 

English Language Arts April 13-17, 2015 3—8 

Mathematics April 20-23, 2015 3—8 

PSSA Science April 27—May 1, 2015 4, 8 


